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Sacramento – San Joaquin Delta Recreation Concept Plan

Study Sponsor:  CA Department of Water Resources, 1981

The purpose of this study was to identify the Delta’s natural, cultural, and recreation resources, including a detailed inventory of existing and proposed commercial, private, and public recreation areas/facilities, and potential public recreation sites.   

This study incorporated the results of the 1980 Delta Outdoor Recreation Survey, which showed that motor boating and fishing are among the most popular recreation activities in the Delta.

Comparability to current study and approach

This study divides the Delta into nine areas, while the current study has only six areas.  

There are 56 proposed recreation projects distributed among these nine Delta areas.  In order to identify which of the six areas in the current study the 56 proposed recreation projects are located, the attached table 1 was prepared.  Also, the project descriptions have been copied from the study and attached for easy reference.

The specific study zones will be supplemented shortly.

Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Outdoor Recreation Implementation Plan

Study Sponsor:  CA Department of Water Resources, 1981

The purpose of this study was to perform a cost-benefit analysis and investigate implementation strategies for the 56 recreation sites identified in the Delta Recreation Concept Plan (1980).  This included commercial, private, and public recreation resources.  Those sites selected for potential development were described in detail.  The overall conclusion of the study was that Delta recreation development of all 56 sites is cost-effective, but that conventional strategies will be hard-pressed to support the development.  A concerted and cooperative effort by government at all levels, the private sector, and individual citizen groups along with a willingness to explore new funding methods will be required to develop the selected sites.

See review of Delta Recreation Concept Plan for description of 56 proposed recreation development sites.

Comparability to current study and approach

The following recreation needs/deficiencies were identified in the referenced report (page 43):

· Public access

· Picnic facilities

· Campsites

· Fishing access sites

· Swimming beaches

· Launch ramps

· Boater designation areas

· Guest docks/day use and overnight

· Cultural (historical and archeological) interpretive services

· Trails

· Nature preserves

· Hunting areas

· Parking areas

· Sanitation facilities (restrooms/pumpout stations)

· Trash receptacles

Implementation alternative are discussed in Chapter V beginning on page 112.  A mix of strategies was identified for implementing the plan.  These strategies were reviewed within the context of several problems, which include the following: 

· Changing economic strategies of the federal and state administrations

· The changing tax base and scarcity of public funds

· The integral part recreation will play in the over Delta plan (Calfed Bay-Delta)

· The reluctance of local jurisdictions to shoulder operating and maintenance costs

· The overall problem of coordination, planning and cost-sharing among Delta jurisdictions

· The complex legal problems of public versus private land ownership in the Delta and subsequent acquisitions costs and problems

In order to create an interrelated Delta Recreation System with a variety of recreation opportunities, a balance must be met among three types of recreation developments.  They are:

· Money absorber projects such as fishing accesses that operate at a loss

· Money maker projects like large recreation developments that generate excess profits

· Self-supporting projects like large recreation developments that break even

Alternative funding strategies include:

· Indirect Proportional User Cost assignments

· Earmarking Delta Recreation Revenue

· Bond Issue – Special Legislation

· Benefit Assessments

· Joint Public/Private Business Ventures

· Other Public/Private Ventures such as

· Delta Recreation Foundation

· Fund Raising Events

· Gift Catalog

· Credit to Non-Federal Interests

· Acquisition Bonus Plan

· Organizations/Special Interest Groups Assistance for Delta Projects

· Task Force and Resource Councils

· Preservation of Delta Historic Buildings

· Environmental Quality Lands Utilized for Recreation Development

· Phase Delta Recreation Development that tracks along with levee rehabilitation projects

· Policy Changes to obtain State/Federal subsidy of operations and maintenance

· Increased State/Federal Government Participation in acquisition and development of recreation resources

